
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 12:13-44 

 

 

Where are we in the story? 

Again, where are they now? What is significant about where Jesus is speaking? Why? 

What were the issues with the Temple? What was its original intent? 

Jesus’ final week…the last words He will speak, the last topics He can teach on 

What did we discover last week that these stories have in common? 

What was each of the stories, in order, and what of the Gospel story did they tell? 

1. John and Authority = Jesus anointed as Messiah 

2. Tenant Farmer = Warnings throughout Israel about impending judgment of God through Rome 

3. Rendering to Caesar = Jesus ultimately gives His life to Caesar and ultimately to God 

4. Resurrection and marriage = Jesus is raised on the 3
rd

 day 

  

There are 2 stories left in Chapter 12 that we will look at this morning that Jesus speaks on before pulling away with His 

disciples in Chapter 13 for an AMAZING discussion which we will look at next week 

 

• Mark 12:28-34 

What is different about this story/discussion than the previous ones? 

Know this guy actually has a half an ounce of sincerity to Him 

Kind of sad that it sticks out since he is only “close” to the Kingdom 

What is different about this guy? 

So you have this guy…a scribe with intelligence about the scriptures, listening in 

Not participating, but trying to absorb, to take it in 

There are 613 commandments in the Torah, and this has been a long time discussion 

Is this an important discussion or just nit picking? Why? 

What is Jesus’ perception of the question? 

The answer to this question says a lot about God Himself and about the remainder of the scriptures 

 

What do you make of Jesus’ first answer in versus 29-30? 

His answer comes from the Jewish Shema (meaning to listen) – daily prayer 

Not impossible, in fact there is almost a sense of immediacy…with His Kingdom this is now in reach 

The Jewish law began with worship, with a sincere, glad recognition of God in whose image we were created 

Jesus also doesn’t stop there 

Love your neighbor AS yourself 

Note – not instead of, in fact if you lack a sense of self respect for how God formed you, you cannot love others 

Knowing your own significance is completely tied up in your ability to love others properly 

(Luke 10 and Good Samaritan story with scribe) 

 

• Mark 12:32-33 

What does he mean? What does this say about the Temple where they stand and what Jesus has been addressing? 

What do you think that comment, “you are not far from the Kingdom” means? 

The Temple is unnecessary in Jesus’ Kingdom 

Jesus actually believed that through relationship to Him one could completely abandon oneself in worship to God 

And one could completely and perfectly love others and oneself 

What does this say about Jesus to make this statement? 

Amazing that Jesus also sees HIMSELF as the One  to determine who is near and who is not 

And to be IN the Kingdom, one must do more than approve of His teaching 

 

• Mark 12:35-37 

What do you make of this scene? 

What is the point or at the heart of this question? 

In a sense, Jesus’ Messiahship has been in question since the very beginning of His ministry 

Particularly since chapter 8 and Peter’s confession 



Jesus’ actions and responses in the Temple…what question do you think it really raised? 

Who on earth does Jesus literally think He is 

And what was the overall answer? 

The Messiah, and the One to replace the Temple and all it stood for 

And the One to bring in the Kingdom as it was originally intended 

One that would wholly love God from the insides, one where that reflected in an outpouring of love for others 

And one that would finally utilize that love to reach the whole world as it was always intended! 

 

There had long been a sense that Messiah would come from David’s lineage 

From I Sam. 7, from Psalm 2 and 89…they had believed it from of old 

But Jesus would now challenge their thinking that Messiah would SIMPLY be a king from David’s line 

 

This quote is from Psalm 110, one that David HIMSELF wrote 

The statement, “son of David” could and did mean simply a future earthly Kingdom to fight on Israel’s behalf 

If however, David’s son is also David’s Master, what does that mean? 

• Psalm 110 

What feeling do you get when you read this? 

Messiah is the One who will be enthroned until victory is attained over those who oppose Him 

Not only is Jesus: 

A) Messiah, coming with Royal Authority to Jerusalem and the Temple 

B) But He will reside as David’s Master 

C) And He will ascend to the throne only after He has perished 

Jesus sees Himself enthroned next to the Father 

Jesus actually was speaking about HIMSELF, embodying Israel’s God 

And this Psalm continues on to speak of Jesus as PRIEST over His people…FOREVER 

Jesus is claiming authority over the Temple, the right to declare judgment, declaring Himself High Priest forever, 

enthroned…WOW!!! 

 

Jesus in this small section is living out the answer to the greatest commandment 

He Himself, on behalf of His people and the world, would lay His life down in love 

And abandon Himself to God with everything He has 

 

And He illustrates it through this woman 

• Mark 12:38-44 

Where is Jesus now? 

13 shofar chests (boxes shaped like trumpets) around the court of women in plain sight 

 

Jesus wasn’t giving God sections of His life…He gave Him HIS LIFE 

We think this way unfortunately 

We parse our lives…God bless my work…God bless my home life 

We section ourselves and our days off as if one part mattered to God and one part doesn’t 

My LIFE is a reflection of His image 

 

Jesus has now judged the Temple and Israel 

Jesus has now formally declared Himself David’s Lord, Messiah of HIS people 

High Priest forever 

He surely has laid a dangerous road for the hours to come 

 


